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Wednesday, May 22, 2019 

Daily Digest 
Senate 

Chamber Action 
Routine Proceedings, pages S3017–S3064 
Measures Introduced: Forty-two bills and one reso-
lution were introduced, as follows: S. 1585–1626, 
and S. Res. 218.                                                  Pages S3058–60 

Measures Reported: 
S. 1321, to amend title 18, United States Code, 

to prohibit interference with voting systems under 
the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act. 

S. 1328, to designate foreign persons who improp-
erly interfere in United States elections as inadmis-
sible aliens. 

S. 1589, to authorize appropriations for fiscal 
years 2018, 2019, and 2020 for intelligence and in-
telligence-related activities of the United States Gov-
ernment, the Community Management Account, and 
the Central Intelligence Agency Retirement and Dis-
ability System.                                                             Page S3057 

Nominations Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nominations: 

By 51 yeas to 47 nays (Vote No. EX. 123), How-
ard C. Nielson, Jr., of Utah, to be United States 
District Judge for the District of Utah. 
                                                                      Pages S3019–38, S3064 

By 53 yeas to 45 nays (Vote No. EX. 124), Ste-
phen R. Clark, Sr., of Missouri, to be United States 
District Judge for the Eastern District of Missouri. 
                                                                            Pages S3038, S3064 

By 55 yeas to 43 nays (Vote No. EX. 125), Carl 
J. Nichols, of the District of Columbia, to be United 
States District Judge for the District of Columbia. 
                                                                      Pages S3038–39, S3064 

By 55 yeas to 43 nays (Vote No. EX. 126), Ken-
neth D. Bell, of North Carolina, to be United States 
District Judge for the Western District of North 
Carolina.                                                    Pages S3039–41, S3064 

Messages from the House:                                 Page S3053 

Executive Communications:                     Pages S3053–54 

Petitions and Memorials:                           Pages S3054–57 

Executive Reports of Committees:       Pages S3057–58 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages S3060–62 

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions: 
                                                                                    Pages S3062–64 

Additional Statements:                                Pages S3051–53 

Authorities for Committees to Meet:         Page S3064 

Record Votes: Four record votes were taken today. 
(Total—126)                                                         Pages S3038–39 

Recess: Senate convened at 9:30 a.m. and recessed 
at 7:12 p.m., until 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, May 23, 
2019. (For Senate’s program, see the remarks of the 
Acting Majority Leader in today’s Record on page 
S3041.) 

Committee Meetings 
(Committees not listed did not meet) 

APPROPRIATIONS: DEPARTMENT OF THE 
INTERIOR 
Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Depart-
ment of the Interior, Environment, and Related 
Agencies concluded a hearing to examine proposed 
budget estimates and justification for fiscal year 
2020 for the Department of the Interior, after receiv-
ing testimony from David Bernhardt, Secretary of 
the Interior. 

APPROPRIATIONS: MISSILE DEFENSE 
AGENCY 
Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Depart-
ment of Defense concluded a closed hearing to exam-
ine proposed budget estimates and justification for 
fiscal year 2020 for the Missile Defense Agency, after 
receiving testimony from Lieutenant General Samuel 
A. Greaves, Director, Missile Defense Agency, De-
partment of Defense. 

AUTHORIZATION: DEFENSE 
Committee on Armed Services: Committee ordered favor-
ably reported an original bill entitled, ‘‘National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020’’. 

PFAS RISKS 
Committee on Environment and Public Works: Com-
mittee concluded a hearing to examine legislation to 
address the risks associated with per- and 
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polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), after receiving 
testimony from Lisa Daniels, Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection Bureau of Safe 
Drinking Water, Harrisburg, on behalf of the Asso-
ciation of State Drinking Water Administrators; and 
Kimberly W. White, American Chemistry Council, 
Scott Faber, Environmental Working Group, and G. 
Tracy Mehan, III, American Water Works Associa-
tion, all of Washington, D.C. 

RECONCILIATION PROCESS IN 
AFGHANISTAN 
Committee on Foreign Relations: Committee concluded 
a closed hearing to examine the reconciliation proc-
ess in Afghanistan, after receiving testimony from 
Zalmay Khalilzad, Special Representative for Af-
ghanistan Reconciliation, Department of State. 

BUSINESS MEETING 
Committee on Foreign Relations: Committee ordered fa-
vorably reported the following business items: 

S. 178, to condemn gross human rights violations 
of ethnic Turkic Muslims in Xinjiang, and calling 
for an end to arbitrary detention, torture, and harass-
ment of these communities inside and outside China, 
with an amendment in the nature of a substitute; 

S. 249, to direct the Secretary of State to develop 
a strategy to regain observer status for Taiwan in the 
World Health Organization, with an amendment in 
the nature of a substitute; 

S. 1025, to provide humanitarian relief to the 
Venezuelan people and Venezuelan migrants, to ad-
vance a constitutional and democratic solution to 
Venezuela’s political crisis, to address Venezuela’s 
economic reconstruction, to combat public corrup-
tion, narcotics trafficking, and money laundering, 
with an amendment in the nature of a substitute; 

S. 1340, to authorize activities to combat the 
Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute; 

H.R. 31, to require certain additional actions in 
connection with the national emergency with respect 
to Syria, with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute; 

S. Res. 74, marking the fifth anniversary of 
Ukraine’s Revolution of Dignity by honoring the 
bravery, determination, and sacrifice of the people of 
Ukraine during and since the Revolution, and con-
demning continued Russian aggression against 
Ukraine, with an amendment; 

S. Res. 81, calling for accountability and justice 
for the assassination of Boris Nemtsov, with amend-
ments; 

S. Res. 135, expressing the gratitude and appre-
ciation of the Senate for the acts of heroism and 
valor by the members of the United States Armed 

Forces who participated in the June 6, 1944, am-
phibious landing at Normandy, France, and com-
mending those individuals for leadership and bravery 
in an operation that helped bring an end to World 
War II, with an amendment; 

S. Res. 184, condemning the Easter Sunday ter-
rorist attacks in Sri Lanka, offering sincere condo-
lences to the victims, to their families and friends, 
and to the people and nation of Sri Lanka, and ex-
pressing solidarity and support for Sri Lanka, with 
amendments; 

S. Res. 188, encouraging a swift transfer of power 
by the military to a civilian-led political authority in 
the Republic of the Sudan, with amendments; and 

The nominations of Jeffrey L. Eberhardt, of Wis-
consin, to be Special Representative of the President 
for Nuclear Nonproliferation, with the rank of Am-
bassador, Bridget A. Brink, of Michigan, to be Am-
bassador to the Slovak Republic, Kenneth A. 
Howery, of Texas, to be Ambassador to the King-
dom of Sweden, Matthew S. Klimow, of New York, 
to be Ambassador to Turkmenistan, and John Jeffer-
son Daigle, of Louisiana, to be Ambassador to the 
Republic of Cabo Verde, all of Department of State, 
and routine lists in the Foreign Service. 

NOMINATIONS 
Committee on the Judiciary: Committee concluded a 
hearing to examine the nominations of Daniel Aaron 
Bress, of California, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Ninth Circuit, Michael S. Bogren, to 
be United States District Judge for the Western Dis-
trict of Michigan, who was introduced by Senator 
Peters, Stephanie Dawkins Davis, to be United 
States District Judge for the Eastern District of 
Michigan, Jason K. Pulliam, to be United States 
District Judge for the Western District of Texas, 
Frank William Volk, to be United States District 
Judge for the Southern District of West Virginia, 
who was introduced by Senators Manchin and Cap-
ito, and David Austin Tapp, of Kentucky, to be a 
Judge of the United States Court of Federal Claims, 
who was introduced by Senator McConnell, after the 
nominees testified and answered questions in their 
own behalf. 

SBA OFFICE OF ADVOCACY 
REAUTHORIZATION 
Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship: Com-
mittee concluded a joint hearing with the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs Subcommittee on Regulatory Affairs and Fed-
eral Management to examine reauthorization of the 
Small Business Administration Office of Advocacy, 
including S. 78, to ensure a complete analysis of the 
potential impacts of rules on small entities, S. 83, to 
amend section 203 of Public Law 94–305 to ensure 
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proper authority for the Office of Advocacy of the 
Small Business Administration, S. 1120, to amend 
chapter 6 of title 5, United States Code (commonly 
known as the ‘‘Regulatory Flexibility Act’’), to en-
sure complete analysis of potential impacts on small 
entities of rules, S. 1339, to require greater trans-
parency for Federal regulatory decisions that impact 
small businesses, S. 1420, to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to improve the effectiveness of major 
rules in accomplishing their regulatory objectives by 
promoting retrospective review, S. 1419, to require 
agencies to publish an advance notice of proposed 
rule making for major rules, S. 1409, to enhance the 
ability of the Office of the National Ombudsman to 
assist small businesses in meeting regulatory require-
ments and develop outreach initiatives to promote 
awareness of the services the Office of the National 
Ombudsman provides, after receiving testimony 
from Major L. Clark, III, Acting Chief Counsel, Of-
fice of Advocacy, Small Business Administration; 
Winslow Sargeant, International Council for Small 
Business, Great Falls, Virginia; John Arensmeyer, 
Small Business Majority, Washington D.C.; Jeanette 
Hernandez Prenger, ECCO Select, Kansas City, Mis-
souri, on behalf of Women Impacting Public Policy; 
and Rick Baumann, Murrells Inlet Seafood, Murrells 
Inlet, South Carolina. 

VETERANS’ AFFAIRS LEGISLATION 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: Committee concluded a 
hearing to examine S. 123, to require the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to enter into a contract or other 
agreement with a third party to review appointees in 
the Veterans Health Administration who had a li-
cense terminated for cause by a State licensing board 
for care or services rendered at a non-Veterans 
Health Administration facility and to provide indi-
viduals treated by such an appointee with notice if 
it is determined that an episode of care or services 
to which they received was below the standard of 
care, S. 221, to amend title 38, United States Code, 
to require the Under Secretary of Health to report 
major adverse personnel actions involving certain 
health care employees to the National Practitioner 
Data Bank and to applicable State licensing boards, 
S. 318, to authorize the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
to furnish medically necessary transportation for 
newborn children of certain women veterans, S. 450, 
to require the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to carry 
out a pilot program to expedite the onboarding 
process for new medical providers of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, to reduce the duration of the hir-
ing process for such medical providers, S. 514, to 
amend title 38, United States Code, to improve the 
benefits and services provided by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to women veterans, S. 524, to estab-

lish the Department of Veterans Affairs Advisory 
Committee on Tribal and Indian Affairs, S. 711, to 
amend title 38, United States Code, to expand eligi-
bility for mental health services from the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs to include members of the 
reserve components of the Armed Forces, S. 746, to 
require the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to conduct 
a study on the accessibility of websites of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs to individuals with dis-
abilities, S. 785, to improve mental health care pro-
vided by the Department of Veterans Affairs, S. 805, 
to amend title 38, United States Code, to improve 
the processing of veterans benefits by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, to limit the authority of 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to recover overpay-
ments made by the Department and other amounts 
owed by veterans to the United States, to improve 
the due process accorded veterans with respect to 
such recovery, S. 850, to extend the authorization of 
appropriations to the Department of Veterans Affairs 
for purposes of awarding grants to veterans service 
organizations for the transportation of highly rural 
veterans, S. 857, to amend title 38, United States 
Code, to increase the amount of special pension for 
Medal of Honor recipients, S. 980, to amend title 
38, United States Code, to improve the provision of 
services for homeless veterans, S. 1101, to ensure 
that only licensed health care providers furnish dis-
ability examinations under a certain Department of 
Veterans Affairs pilot program for use of contract 
physicians for disability examinations, S. 1154, to 
amend title 38, United States Code, to establish an 
advisory committee on the implementation by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs of an electronic 
health record, an original bill entitled, ‘‘Janey 
Ensminger Act of 2019’’, and an original bill to 
amend title 38, United States Code, to extend the 
authority of the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to con-
tinue to pay educational assistance or subsistence al-
lowances to eligible persons when educational insti-
tutions are temporarily closed, after receiving testi-
mony from Teresa Boyd, Assistant Deputy Under 
Secretary for Health, and David Carroll, Executive 
Director, Mental Health and Suicide Prevention, 
both of the Veterans Health Administration, and 
Beth Murphy, Executive Director, Compensation 
Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, all of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs; and Melissa Bryant, 
Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America, Michael 
C. Richardson, Wounded Warrior Project, Greg 
Nebhard, The American Legion, and Major General 
Jeffrey E. Phillips, USA (Ret.), Reserve Officers As-
sociation, all of Washington, D.C. 
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AGING AND DISABILITY IN THE 21ST 
CENTURY 
Special Committee on Aging: Committee concluded a 
hearing to examine aging and disability in the 21st 
century, focusing on how technology can help main-
tain health and quality of life, after receiving testi-

mony from Cara McCarty, Director of Curatorial, 
Cooper Hewitt, Smithsonian Design Museum; Jo-
seph F. Coughlin, Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology AgeLab, Cambridge; Brenda Gallant, Maine 
Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program, Augusta; 
and Robert A. Mecca, Life and Independence for 
Today, St. Mary’s, Pennsylvania. 

h 

House of Representatives 
Chamber Action 
Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 50 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 2888–2937; and 9 resolutions, H. 
Con. Res. 41–43; and H. Res. 394–399, were intro-
duced.                                                                       Pages H4117–19 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages H4121–22 

Reports Filed: There were no reports filed today. 
Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein she 
appointed Representative DeSaulnier to act as Speak-
er pro tempore for today.                                       Page H4069 

Recess: The House recessed at 10:38 a.m. and re-
convened at 12 noon.                                               Page H4073 

Guest Chaplain: The prayer was offered by the 
Guest Chaplain, Rev. William Johnson, Immanuel 
United Church of Christ, Ellinwood, Kansas. 
                                                                                            Page H4073 

Consumers First Act: The House passed H.R. 
1500, to require the Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau to meet its statutory purpose, by a recorded 
vote of 231 ayes to 91 noes, Roll No. 228. 
                                                                             Pages H4075–H4110 

Rejected the Steil motion to recommit the bill to 
the Committee on Financial Services with instruc-
tions to report the same back to the House forthwith 
with an amendment, by a recorded vote of 191 ayes 
to 231 noes, Roll No. 227.                          Pages H4108–10 

Pursuant to the Rule, an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute consisting of the text of Rules 
Committee Print 116–15 shall be considered as 
adopted in the House and in the Committee of the 
Whole, in lieu of the amendment in the nature of 
a substitute recommended by the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services now printed in the bill.       Page H4082 

Agreed to: 
Velázquez amendment (No. 1 printed in part A of 

H. Rept. 116–79) that reinstitutes Home Mortgage 
Disclosure Act of 1975 reporting requirements and 
prevents further action by the CFPB without con-
gressional approval;                                           Pages H4086–87 

Adams amendment (No. 3 printed in part A of 
H. Rept. 116–79) that reestablishes an interagency 
memorandum of understanding between the CFPB 
and the Department of Education concerning the 
sharing of student borrower complaints to allow for 
cooperative supervision and oversight of student loan 
servicers;                                                                  Pages H4088–90 

Lawson (FL) amendment (No. 4 printed in part A 
of H. Rept. 116–79) that adds a monthly reporting 
requirement that CFPB provide Congress with the 
number of investigations opened and closed relating 
to potential fair lending violations, how many fair 
lending enforcement actions taken or referred, anal-
ysis of consumer complaints relating to potential fair 
lending violations, and stats on how many Office of 
Fair Lending and Equal Opportunity staff are dedi-
cated to supervision and enforcement;     Pages H4090–91 

Pressley amendment (No. 5 printed in part A of 
H. Rept. 116–79) that requires the Director of the 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau to issue a 
quarterly report on debt collection complaints and 
enforcement actions;                                         Pages H4091–92 

Cohen amendment (No. 8 printed in part A of H. 
Rept. 116–79) that directs the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau (CFPB) to require consumer re-
porting agencies to disclose free credit scores, if re-
quested; also directs the CFPB to develop regulations 
establishing a mandatory consistent format and to 
determine if agencies should disclose any other con-
sumer information appropriate with respect to con-
sumer financial education;                             Pages H4094–96 

Bonamici amendment (No. 9 printed in part A of 
H. Rept. 116–79) that requires the Assistant Direc-
tor and Student Loan Ombudsman to issue an an-
nual report to Congress on risks to young consumers 
and student borrowers;                                    Pages H4096–97 

Case amendment (No. 10 printed in part A of H. 
Rept. 116–79) that adds expertise in consumer pri-
vacy to the membership of the Consumer Advisory 
Board;                                                                       Pages H4097–98 

Golden amendment (No. 11 printed in part A of 
H. Rept. 116–79) that adds representatives of service 
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